


I. General Statement: 
A. Archi tectural  character: The Riddick house is a f i n e  and r a r e  

surviving example of a Greek Revival townhouse i n  Virginia. 
B. Condition of the fabr ic :  Good. 

CONDiTlON 

IT. Description of the Exterior: 
A. Over-all dimensions: The rectangular two-and-a-half s to ry  

I 
house is s e t  on an English basement and is f i v e  bays long and four bays deep. 

B. Foundations: Brick. 
C. Wall construction: Brick f i v e  course American bond is l a i d  

below the stone water t ab le ,  and on the s ides  and rear .  The facade is l a i d  
i n  very regular  Flemish bond. 

D. Porches: A one-story d ias ty le  DorLc portico with a t r i angu la r  
pediment supported by two f lu ted  columns and two p la in  p i l a s t e r s  gives acces:; 
t o  the s t r e e t  on the west. The porch ce i l i ng  features  four rectangular pane-s 
A f l i g h t  of s tone s teps  with a simple i ron  balustrade and a f i ne ly  de ta i led  
newel ascends t o  the  portico.  A s imilar  balustrade with a s e r i e s  of v e r t i c a .  
curv i l inear  motifs a t  the  top surrounds the portico f loor .  A s imi la r  por t icc~ 
on the ea s t  has been screened. A one-story t e t r a s t y l e  por t ico added across 
the south end i n  1905 features  a t r i angular  pediment, f l u t ed  columns, and 
plain  p i l a s t e r s .  

E. Chimneys: Two in t e r io r  chimneys a t  each end a re  joined by a 
low, br ick  parapet. 

F. Openings: 
1. Cooways and doors: The west entrance cons is t s  of a 

narrow rectangular  transom, a pa i r  of s ide l igh t s  with leaded geometric 
pat terns  framed by p ie rs  dist inguished by panels. A s imi la r  pa i r  of p i e r s  
frames the  doorway. The door features  two la rge  rectangular panels. The 
south doorway i s  surrounded by simple trim with a bead and has a l a rge  
square transom over the e ight  panel door. 

2. Windows: The windows on the west facade have simple tria 
with a l a rge  bead, and stone s i l l s .  Above each window is a brown sandstone 
l i n t e l  with molded cornice. The remaining windows above t h e  water t ab l e  
have more simple stone l i n t e l s .  Windows below the water t a b l e  have a f i ne ly  
detai led f l a t  arch of a l te rna t ing  so ld ie rs  and headers. Wooden double-hung 
rrindows have nine-over-nine sash on the f i r s t  f loor ,  nine-over-six sash on 
the second f loo r ,  six-over-six sash on the s ides  of the  t h i r d  f loor ,  and six-. 
over-three on the r ea r  of the  t h i rd  f l oo r .  Eyebrow windows ornament the 
deep f r i e z e  a t  the  facade entablature.  

111. Description of the In te r ior :  
A. Floor plan: The basic  plan cons is t s  of a c e n t r a l  h a l l  with 

trro rooms on each s ide  with a transverse h a l l  t o  the  north  both on the f i r s t  
f l oo r  and i n  the basement. The upper f l oo r  plans fea ture  a complete 
transverse h a l l .  A two room frame ki tchen has been added t o  the  eas t .  

B. Stairway: A two-run open-string s t a i r  with turned ba lus te rs  
and brackets ascends i n  the  t ransverse  h a l l .  

C. Wall and ce i l i ng  f in i sh :  Painted p las te r .  
D. Doorways and doors: On the  f i r s t  f l oo r  doorways cons is t  of 

symmetrically molded trim with corner blocks ornamented with acanthus leaves.  

b c c h  door has e igh t  square panels, and double s l i d i n g  doors open between the/  
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double par lors  on the  south. On the  upper f loor ,  the  six-panel doors a r e  
surrounded by s q m e t r i c a l l y  molded trin v i t h  la rge  corner blocks. 

E. T r i m :  Rooms on the  f i r s t  f l oo r  have a molded cornice. Except 
fo r  the  h a l l ,  these rooms a l so  have a pic ture  r a i l  featur ing anthemions. A 
c i r c u l a r  p l a s t e r  medallion on the  h a l l  ce i l ing  fea tures  a cen t r a l  s t y l i zed  daisy,  
a molded c i r c l e ,  a c i r c l e  of anthemions and an encirc l ing cornice.  

F. Heating: A l l  the  rooms were o r ig ina l ly  heated by f i rep laces ,  
but cen t r a l  heating i s  present ly  used. The f i r s t  f l oo r  has several  o r ig ina l  
marvelized mantels with wide p la in  p i l a s t e r s ,  f r i e z e s ,  and shelves. The 
mantel i n  the  northwest room is a turn-of-the-century replacement with f ree-  
standing f l u t ed  columns, p la in  f r i e z e ,  and she l f .  The upper f l oo r  mantels a re  
typ ica l  of t he  period with p la in  p i l a s t e r s ,  arched f r i e z e ,  and shelves supported 
by consoles. 

I V :  S i t e :  The Riddick House, 510 Main S t r e e t ,  faces west. A large yard 
behind the  house contains the  present parking area,  the  remains of terraced 
gardens, now used as a lawn, and the  foundations of a br ick  outbuilding. 
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STaTEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Riddick house is an outstanding example of Greek Revival townhouse 
archi tecture .  I t s  ex t e r io r  exhibi ts  well-executed fea tures  such as  t he  
handsomely proportioned. facade, portico and carefu l  brickwork, and i ts  
i n t e r i o r  is dist inguished by a wealth of f i n e l y  de ta i led  trim. Virginia 
was once well  endowed with  numerous a rch i tec tura l ly  e laborate  ante-bellum 
townhouses, but war and urban growth has grea t ly  reduced t h e i r  numbers 
making the Riddick House an impor tan t  survivor. 

The house was the home of the Riddick family, promiment c i t i zens  of 
Suffolk and Nansemond County, u n t i l  recent years.  M i l l s  Riddick began 
construction of the present house i n  1837 a f t e r  h i s  former residence was 
burned i n  conflagration which consumed much of the town. Following M i l l s  
Riddick's death i n  1844 the house passed t o  h i s  o ldes t  son, Nathaniel. 
b r i n g  the  War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  General John J. ~jick and h i s  s t a f f  
maintained Union Army s t a f f  headquarters i n  t h e  house. The Riddicks 
resumed occupation a f t e r  the  war. 

About 1900 Nathaniel Riddick Withers inher i ted  the house from h i s  
grandfather,  Nathaniel Riddick. The Withers he i r s  sold t he  property to  
Nansemond County i n  1967. The building present ly  houses the  o f f i ce s  of t h  
county school board. 
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